
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Unit 1:  Biomes and Habitats 
 
Unit Designers: Anne Clayton, Marilyn Curtis, Kathy Dow, Sue Hardison 
 
Level(s): Grade 3 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will use their prior understandings of food chains and food webs from second grade.  They will 
be able to discuss how habitats can influence an organism’s ability to succeed.  Organisms have symbiotic 
relationships and rely on those relationships for energy and repair. 
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
Content Assessed 

E2 Ecosystems  
a. Explain how changes in an organism’s habitat can influence its survival. 
c. Describes some of the ways in which organisms depend on one another, including animals carrying 
pollen and dispersing seeds.  

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know the meanings of herbivore, carnivore, and omnivore 
Students will know the characteristics of several habitats 
Students will know that animals use other animals and plants for food and shelter 

 
 Skills: 

Compare different animals and plants that live in different habitats 
Describe organisms’ features that help them live 
Use the research process to inform an audience 
Evaluate information from non-fiction sources 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Organisms survive in environments where their needs are met. 
There is interdependence among plants, animals and their environment. 
Changes in an organism’s habitat are sometimes beneficial to it and sometimes harmful. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do organisms depend on each other? 
What do organisms need to be successful? 
How do decomposers influence the flow of energy? 
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Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Understand vocabulary:  food chain, omnivore, herbivore, carnivore, symbiosis, organism, 
 habitat, success, pollination, energy, repair, environment, interaction, affect, predator, 
 prey, decomposer, interdependence, and food web 
Identify different characteristics of a habitat 
Understand the effects an organism can have on its environment 

 
Skills: 
Create products to defend (provide evidence) points of view 
Analyze information about symbiotic relationships 
Describe organisms’ features that help them live 
Evaluate information from fiction and non-fiction sources 

 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 
Formative Assessments: 
Habitat Change Probe 
Rotten Apple Probe 
Save the Worms Poster 
Vocabulary quizzes 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Habitat Day 
 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
 
Describe different living things within a given habitat. 
Compare and contrast the life cycles, behavior, and structure of different organisms. 
 
Probes:   
Habitat Change Probe 
Rotten Apple Probe 
 
Wiggling Worms at Work 
Save the Worms Poster 
Vocabulary quizzes 
 
Scott Foresman Science Text, Life Science Section A 
 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Independent projects 
Doing another week long investigation on an additional animal 
Write a reader’s theater or a play 
Write an ABC book for a kindergartener 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Various websites 
LCD projector 
Overhead 
Power point presentations/ slide show (to instruct with or students to present with) 
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Instructional Resources: 
Bobbie Kalman Books from Crabtree 
Non-fiction guided Reading Group Books PM Series 
Non-fiction guided Reading Group Books On Deck Series 
Scott Foresman Science 
 
Websites: 
Food Chain Review:  http://geography4kids.com/files/land_foodchain.html 
Symbiosis: Living Together Power Point 

 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Habitat Day 

http://geography4kids.com/files/land_foodchain.html

